Vaccination

Proponents Definition:

Vaccination is the greatest medical discovery of all time and is a highly effective way of saving lives and preventing disease.

Common vaccination concepts:

· Microorganisms (germs) cause infectious/contagious disease.

· Microorganisms are the primary determinator of who gets sick and how severe their sickness is based upon the strength (virulence) of the virus or bacteria.

· Antibodies prevent infectious/contagious disease and must be prepared ahead of any natural challenge for immunity. 

· Human and animal bodies generate white blood cells called antibodies in response to vaccines, therefore "Vaccination is immunization."

· Natural immunity only exists following disease incidence.*

· Vaccination has been proved to be very effective at preventing disease.

· Vaccination has been proved to be a very safe procedure.

· Vaccines are thoroughly tested prior to marketing.

· Vaccination has proven its value so thoroughly that it is not necessary to have scientific tests for either safety or effectiveness of a vaccine before it is put on the market.**

· Vaccination has been so solidly proved in practice that it is not necessary to take any criticism of vaccines or vaccination practice seriously.

· Vaccination is such a valuable practice in producing public health that mandatory vaccination programs are justified.

· Unvaccinated individuals are at high risk of disease and pose a danger to vaccinated individuals.

*Some pro-vaccine advocates maintain that if a person is exposed to a virus and has no symptoms and develops antibodies, this person has become immune by this process but that this procedure is dangerous and uncertain, while vaccination is highly effective and safe.

**The belief that vaccines do not need adequate scientific testing before being put on the market may be seldom expressed as such but vaccines are usually tested only in healthy populations, control groups are typically given another vaccine rather than a placebo, follow up for adverse symptoms is typically 2 weeks (and even less) and a substitute measurement, efficacy, is used in place of clinical effectiveness.

The root word of Science means "to know." Vaccination is not a science but a belief system.

Opponents Definition:  Vaccination is a faith based paradigm

· that rejects evidence of failure,

· that rejects evidence of harm 

· and that appropriates evidence of success that is rightfully due to sanitation, nutrition, hygiene, insect control and positive thinking, also known as the placebo effect.

Common Natural Health concepts:

It is not the microorganism that lives in the unbalanced cellular chemistry of the body that causes disease but rather the unbalanced cellular chemistry of the body that causes the disease.  The two main causes of unbalanced cellular chemistry are toxic materials and malnutrition. Toxic materials may be introduced from outside the body from polluted water, polluted air or contaminated food. Toxic material may also be generated inside the body due to poor digestion and kept within the body due to slow or incomplete elimination.

The nature of one's body determines if one is susceptible to disease and how severe the healing of the disease might be. In other words, balanced cell chemistry which is present in health constitutes immunity. Unbalanced cell chemistry due to toxic material or malnutrition determines susceptibility. The amount of unbalanced cell chemistry and the degree of malnutrition are both determiners of how severe the healing event for a disease might be.

When a healthy body is exposed to microorganisms, the natural immunity (balanced cell chemistry) does not allow the microorganism to replicate in any great number and no symptoms of disease result.  The body will develop antibodies to prove that exposure occurred. However, antibodies prepared ahead of the challenge are not necessary. In fact, it has been proven in a diphtheria lab in Great Britain that individuals who can not develop antibodies can still be immune.

Where sanitation and nutrition exist, natural immunity also exists in a high degree.

Vaccination has proved to be a fundamentally unsound procedure.

[See the accompanying Science page.]

