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VACCINATION ABSURDITIES AND
CONTRADICTIONS.

Transcript of Speech, delivered at Masonic Hall, Birmingham,
on October 16th, 1902, by
W. R. HADWEN, M.D., J.P., L.R.C.P,, MLR.C.S., L.S.A,,

of Gloucester.

HE Birmingham and District Branch of the National Anti-

Vaccination League arranged a public meeting at the Masonic

Hall, New Street, Birmingham, on the 16th October, 1902,

to hear an address by Dr. Hapwex on the Vaccination

Question in general, and the manifesto recently issued by the Imperial
Vaccination League in particular.

In the unavoidable absence of the Mayor of West Bromwich,
{(Councillor J. H. Chesshire), General PHrLprs presided over a very
large attendance. The Chairman opened with a few remarks on the
recent slight epidemic of small-pox in Birmingham, pointing out that,
including two certified as chicken-pox deaths, there had been 69 cases.
Of thesc, three were doubtful, or 4.34 per cent. of the whole;
55 admittedly vaccinated (or 57, counting the two * chicken-pox ”’
cases), a percentage of 82.6; and nine alleged unvaccinated, or 13.04
per cent. The deaths, as far as he could make out, numbered three,
viz., two vaccinated too soon, and one vaccinated too late; being
vaccinated, he supposed they had died ‘‘ mitigated deaths.” (Laughter.)
Of the nine alleged unvaccinated not one died. (Hear, hear.) There
was something more than that—there were no less than 729 cases of
chicken-pox. It was well known that chicken-pox was a disease which
is never fatal, and Sir Thomas Watson and the Registrar General had
explained that when a child was put down as dying from chicken-pox,
they might be quite sure that it was a vaccinated child who really had
small-pox. Several hundred cases of chicken-pox or mild small-pox
had occurred, though doctors did not seem to be able to differentiate
one from the other very clearly ; and there was always a risk that mild
cases of vaccinated small-pox would be put down as chicken-pox, thus
increasing the risk of infection. This would arise from genuine in-
ability to believe that vaccinated persons could have small-pox. There
were several remarkable lessons to be learnt from the epidemic. The
first three cases were admittedly vaccinated, as is always the case now.
This shows that the vaccinated are the danger to the community, and
not the unvaccinated, as is usually supposed. The three fatal cases







